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Introduction  
 

 

 

The potential for wildfire that would threaten lives, burn structures and affect the economy of the 

Snowmass Village area is evident. One of the most effective measures we can take as a 

community to prevent and limit this looming danger is through planning and mitigation. The 

following measures contained within this document will attempt to aid in the implementation of 

a coordinated community plan of action for the protection of life and property from this 

ecological occurrence. 

 

All coniferous forests in the western portion of United States have evolved with the aid of fires. 

Wildfire will continue to play a major role in forest succession as it has since the beginning of 

time. Years of undisturbed forest growth and resultant fuel accumulation coupled with the 

development of structures within the wildland urban interface (WUI) has contributed 

significantly to the wildfire problem. Lack of forest management and a general public 

misunderstanding of forestry and fire ecology have placed many of these homes and 

communities in perilous danger. 

 

The idea for community-based forest planning and prioritization is neither novel nor new. 

However, the incentive for communities to engage in comprehensive forest management 

planning was given new and unprecedented impetus with the enactment of the Healthy Forest 

Restoration Act (HFRA) in 2003. This landmark legislation includes the first meaningful 

statutory incentives for the US Forest Service (USFS) and the Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM) to give consideration to wildfire priorities of local communities as they develop and 

implement forest management and hazardous fuel reduction projects. In order for Snowmass 

Village to take full advantage of this new opportunity we must first prepare a Community 

Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP).  For the purpose of clarification and future reference we will 

refer to our plan as the Snowmass Community Wildfire Protection Plan (SCWPP).  
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Given our communityôs desire to mitigate wildfire and recognition that resources to address this 

concern are limited, The Snowmass-Wildcat Fire Protection District, Town of Snowmass 

Village, State and Federal Forest Services and Snowmass Citizens have joined forces to develop 

this SCWPP. The SCWPP will be a dynamic document intended to assist Landowners and 

property managers in identifying and mitigating wildland urban fire hazards within their control. 

The Community as a whole should also address future needs and requirements for emergency 

services to respond appropriately should a wildfire occur. The SCWPP outlines four interagency 

management objectives that are necessary to achieve and implement effective wildland fire 

management programs: 

 

 

1. Prevention 

2. Preparedness 

3. Mitigation 

4. Suppression 

 

As the SCWPP is a dynamic document, it is anticipated that future objectives and 

accomplishments will be added that will include Reclamation, Rehabilitation and the Fiscal 

impacts of a wildfire in Snowmass Village. 
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Authority  

 

The most recent authority for community planning comes under the Healthy Forests Restoration 

Act (HFRA) 2003, signed by President Bush into law on December 3rd. 

Title I of this act outlines requirements for reducing hazardous fuels on Federal and private 

lands.  

 

Additional authority is granted for unincorporated areas of the Snowmass-Wildcat Fire 

Protection District (SWFPD), within the County, in the Pitkin County Wildfire Annual Operating 

Plan (PCWAOP) 2008. 

 

The SCWPP establishes a mutual commitment to the mission and objectives outlined in the 

HFRA to facilitate interagency collaboration in the implementation of a community wildland 

protection plan. The SCWPP has been compiled and written with input and review from the 

Snowmass-Wildcat Fire Protection District, the Town of Snowmass Village and the Town of 

Snowmass Village Citizens Wildfire Committee.  

 

In the very near future we propose that the SCWPP be concluded with a signature page for 

adoption with appropriate acknowledgements for document acceptance by concerned parties and 

the Town of Snowmass Village.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Please see Appendix B to view White House Healthy Forest Restoration Act) 
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Study Area Overview 

 

The Snowmass-Wildcat Fire Protection District (SWFPD) boundaries encompass approximately 

21 square miles and are located within Pitkin County in west-central Colorado. The majority of 

land in Pitkin County is owned by the United States Department of Agriculture.  Forest Service 

lands, of which 490,760 acres (78% of the County) is owned by the White River National Forest, 

27,915 acres (or 4.5%) is owned by the Bureau of Land Management, 800 acres (less than 1 %) 

is owned by the State (primarily the Colorado Division of Wildlife), and 107,358 acres (17%) is 

privately held. The Town of Snowmass Village is located within the Snowmass-Wildcat Fire 

Protection District with a population estimated at 2,000 full time residents (according to the 2000 

census), with the median cost of a home being $1,167,000. (Please note that the cost of homes 

has also increased significantly since the 2000 censes figures)  The base elevation is 

approximately  8,104 ft. above sea level with an average snowfall of 300" annually. The daily 

population of the Snowmass Village area can increase upwards to a conservative estimate of 

12,000 or more people. Snowmass Village is a well recognized resort community which supports 

many all season activities such as winter skiing, summer hiking, mountain biking, summer 

outdoor concerts, and community festivals.  

 

The majority of the SWFPD is dominated by high elevation forests and alpine environments with 

many homes and structures in excess of 5,000 square feet dispersed amongst aspen trees, 

serviceberry and oak brush stand landscape. Slopes south of Brush Creek Road have a northern 

aspect with denser vegetation, longer snow pack, moist soil and increased wildfire hazards in the 

later portion of the summer seasons (July through October). Slopes north of Brush Creek Road 

have a southern aspect with fewer trees, drier conditions and higher erosion potential with 

wildfire potential  being consistently earlier and longer throughout the whole wildfire season 

(May through October) .  

 

The lower lying valleys of the SWFPD are developed with mostly urban wood structured 

housing with cedar shake shingled roofs having little or no ñwildfire defensible spaceò planned 

or intended.  A large 18 hole golf course sits at the valley floor. The Snowmass Creek Valley 
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area to the west of Snowmass Village consists of pinion/juniper woodlands, oak brush stands, 

aspen forests, and some lodge pole pine forests with larger parceled acreage attached to 

ranchland typed housing developments. Most all of the study area overview has pockets and 

large parcels of unmanaged growth forest with dead and fallen trees that include dry vegetation 

and undergrowth. Access roads for the most part are not looped and many areas are plagued with 

steep inclines and/or narrow road passages. 

 

Understanding the basic geography of the SWFPD is a prerequisite to developing any effective 

strategy to reduce the wildfire risk within a community. The following community base map of 

the SWFPD has been prepared to provide an understanding of the topography as it relates to 

challenges in providing wildfire protection. The following base map contains the following 

information as provided in the legend: 

 

¶ SWFPD Boundaries 

¶ Lakes and Streams       

¶ The Town of Snowmass Village Boundaries 

¶ 100 foot Contours      

¶ Roads and Trails Centerline       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Portions of information for the topographical descriptions within this Study Area Overview  

are taken from Chapter Five in the Town of Snowmass Village Comprehensive Plan, January 

2000. Please see Appendix C.)
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